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The army, with its continental traditions also, did not willingly keep up with the changes in the international situation. I soon had an illustration of this in the bungling preparations for the miserable China Expedition, in the execution of which the deficient materiel and defective mental qualifications of the army administration for tasks which were not connected with the " two-front" war, were only prevented from obtruding themselves upon public notice by the savoir faire of Count Waldersee. But I met with sympathy among prominent soldiers, such as Field-Marshal von der Goltz, with whom I used to speak just as I did with the savants, although laying much more stress on the politico-military point of view. We caused meetings and lectures to be held, and made special efforts to get into touch with the press on a large scale. We received every newspaper impartially, and gave them all positive information without indulging in polemics. They could do with it just what they liked; a certain gratitude for the material we had given them was always evident, and thus we progressed.
The traditional hospitality of the navy indicated
in terms of continents, Bethmann-Hollweg, the head-boy of Schulpforta, might have better understood the point on which the whole of the world-war turned. One very melancholy sign of the narrowness of our historical horizon to my mind was the slight regard that was paid to the books of A. v. Peez. I had them distributed in hundreds and also caused Admiral Mahan's work to be translated, in the well-founded hope that the rising generation of our naval officers would contribute by its education to the necessary expansion of the nation's his-torico-political horizon.